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Abstract

    This study aims to clarify nursing on end-of-life for residents in special nursing homes for the elderly. Twelve nurses working at the special nursing 

homes around Tokyo that are recognized in providing nursing on end-of-life enthusiastically were interviewed to analyze their thoughts and reality 

of nursing on end-of-life. Data were collected from the interviews for analysis qualitatively.  Three tasks have been performed for the residents: 1) 

support life style in order to maintain a normal life in the special nursing homes, 2) prepare and arrange residents' death-beds, 3) coordinate with 

each care professionals in order to help residents as much as possible so that they would spend meaningful time until their last moment. In the special 

nursing homes, it is necessary for nurses, care-workers, and doctors to cooperate and maintain a good environment for residents.  The nurses believe 

that it is important to take care of the residents to maintain human relationship between care professionals and other residents and continue to have 

usual life as much as possible by providing care ( although the residents' physical conditions were deteriorating.) The nurses considered an appropriate 

place for the end-of-life for the residents and made their family members to expect the residents' death. The nurses unifi ed their points and objectives 

regarding care and supported the residents based on collaboration especially between nurses and care workers. From this study, accumulation of 

knowledge and techniques as well as philosophy for how to complete the terminal stage, (necessary for the nursing on end-of-life at the special 

nursing homes) will be useful and effective in supporting for residents.
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