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Clinicopathologic Study on Distant Metastasis of Folloicular Carcinoma of the
Thyroid and the Discussion on its Treatment

Tomoyuki YAMASHITA
Department of Endocrine Surgery (Chief: Prof. Yoshihide FUJIMOTO)
Tokyo Women’s Medical College

Clinicopathologic studies on 39 patients with follicular carcinoma of the thyroid were performed
in order to establish rational indication for total thyroidectomy. Distant metastasis was found in 13 of
the total 39 patients (33.3%), 7 of whom had clinically obvious metastases on admission for surgery,
and 6 others showed occult metastases detected postoperatively by 3] whole body scan and/or
measurement of the serum thyroglobulin concentration. Pathologic study of the primary lesions
disclosed that the degree of vascular invasion was not correlated with the occurrence of distant
metastasis. Nine of the 16 patients having a tumor characterized by thick fibrous capsule and distinct
extracapsular invasion had distant metastases. A microscopic finding of solid clusters of uniform
tumor cells, which was characteristic appearance of ‘“Langhans’ wuchernde Struma”, was found in 11
patients, 6 of whom showed distant metastases. On the other hand, 9 patients with a tumor having
neither thick fibrous capsule nor microscopic finding of wuchernde Struma did not show evidence of
distant metastasis, and thus a total thyroidectomy is not indicated for such lesion.
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