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Two Autopsy Cases of Chronic Beryllium Disease
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Two autopsy cases of chronic beryllium disease are reported from the viewpoint of pulmo-
nary histopathology.

Case 1: A 47-year-old man was exposed to beryllium for 5 years. Eleven years later, abnormal
chest shadows on an X-ray film were found. Eighteen years later, he died of cor pulmonale and
bronchopneumonia.

Case 2: A 47-year-old man was exposed to beryllium for 2 years. Fourteen years later,
spontaneous pneumothorax appeared, and he died of respiratory failure 13 years later.

The main pathological findings, which were very similar basic features to pulmonary
changes, were predominantly parenchymal granulomatous chronic inflammatory infiltrate with
or without secondary cavitary destruction. Anywhere was not found either pneumoconiotic
nodules or an immunodepressed complication. Most pathognomonic changes were formation of
a Schaumann body-like concrement which was positive in Suzuki’s method, and frequent coexist-
ing with cholesterin clefts. Morphological charactaristics of berylliosis was discussed.
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