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A Case of Apocrine Carcinoma of the Breast which was Diagnosed by
Preoperative Aspiration Biopsy

Hiroshi IMAMURA, Shunsuke HAGA, Tadao SHIMIZU, Osamu WATANABE,
Koji KOBAYASHI, Jun KINOSHITA, Hiroshi NAGUMO,
Arihiro UMEHARA and Tetsuro KAJIWARA
Department of Surgery, Tokyo Women’s Medical College Daini Hospital

Apocrine carcinoma of the breast is rare and it is categorized as a special type of breast cancer. A
case of apocrine carcinoma of the breast is presented and the literature is reviewed. A 65-year-old
woman was admitted to our hospital complaining of a lump in the left breast. An elastic firm tumor
measuring 2.2 X 2.0 cm was found in the C area of the left breast, its surface was smooth and it had
good movability. As a result of physical examination, mammography and ultrasonography, the tumor
was diagnosed as carcinoma. An aspiration biopsy cytology (ABC) specimen from the tumor showed a
characteristic picture of apocrine carcinoma, such as a swollen nucleus, abundant cytoplasm and
apocrine granules. Modified radical mastectomy was performed. Histopathologically, the tumor
showed expansive proliferation and fat tissue infiltration. All cancer cells had severe pleomorphism
with acidophilic cytoplasm and apocrine granules, and the tumor was diagnosed as apocrine
carcinoma of the breast. There were no involved lymph nodes, and ER and PgR were negative. The
postoperative course was uneventful, and there is no evidence of recurrence. ABC is considered to be
useful in the diagnosis of special types of berast cancer, such as apocrine carcinoma.
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