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Clinico-pathological Study of Primary Heterochronous Bilateral Breast Cancer

Koji KOBAYASHI, Shunsuke HAGA, Tadao SHIMIZU, Tomio IIDA,
Hiroshi IMAMURA, Masujiro MAKITA, Osamu WATANABE,
Jun KINOSHITA and Tetsuro KAJIWARA
Department of Surgery, Tokyo Women's Medical College Daini Hospital

Ten cases of bilateral breast cancer (2 synchronous and 8 heterochronous cases) have been treated
in our department during the past 17 years. These cases have been treated in our department during
the past 17 years. These cases account for 1.9% of the total 538 cases of breast cancer treated during
the same period. In the present study, 8 cases of heterochronous bilateral breast cancer were analyzed
from the clinicopathological standpoint. The incidence and the relationship between the primary and
secondary cancer were investigated.

The incidence of the primary cancer by age was highest in individuals aged 40 or less, showing a
figure of 3.4% (3/88 cases). In relation to the histologic type, solid tubular carcinoma showed lowest
incidence, 0.6% (1/155). There was no difference in incidence according to the location of the focus. The
mean interval between the primary and secondary cancers was 62.6% months. Patients showing an
interval of 5 years or less were most frequent, accounting for 62.5% (3/8). The secondary cancer was
smaller than the primary cancer in 75% (6/8) of the patients. With regard to lymph node metastasis
and the clinical stage, the secondary cancer was at the same stage as or in an earlier stage than the
primary cancer in 87.5% (7/8) of the patients. Although two patients died of cancer (9 and 10 years after
surgery for the primary cancer), other patients are currently alive.
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