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We evaluated the role of interleukin 2 (IL-2) system in regulating immune responses in Behcet’s

disease.

We determined the expression of IL-2 receptor (IL-2R), the capacity of production of IL-2 (IL-2P)
and the subpopulations of IL-2R bearing lymphocytes in peripheral blood samples from 97 patients

with Behcet’s disease.

1) While the IL-2R values failed to show significant differences when compared to conrol, IL-2R
was significantly higher in the patients than in control (p<0.001).

2) TheIL-2P levels were significantly elevated during exacerbation of the disease as compared to
remission (p<<0.01). The IL-2R values remained at sustained high levles without significant
fluctuation. The IL-2P values were elevated in cases with active ocular and extraocular manifestations

of the disease (p<0.01).

3) Both IL-2R and IL-2P values showed abrupt changes before and after ocular attacks of the

disease.

4) The patients showed significantly more active T and B (IL-2R") cells than in controls.
5) Systemic cyclosporin did not influence the IL-2R* or IL-2P values.
6) There was no correlation between IL-2R" and IL-2P values.
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