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The Ultrasonographic Findings of the Abdomen in Acute Hepatitis

Kaori KUROKAWA
Department of Gastroenterology (Director: Prof. Hiroshi OBATA), Institute of Gastroenterology,
Tokyo Women’s Medical College

Ultrasonographic (US) findings were studied in 13 patients with typical acute hepatitis (AH), 3
patients with fatal hepatitis (AHs) and 9 patients with fulminant hepatitis (FH). Significant findings
including atrophy of the liver, narrowing of the hepatic vein, dilatation of the portal vein and
splenomegaly were observed in patients with serious course among all subjects.

US findings as described above, in the patients died with FH, was significantly different from
those in the survived patients. The most important factor for the prognosis was the size of the liver
which was normalized in the survived cases and atrophied in the dead cases.

Furthermore, by Doppler techniques, we measured the blood flow and velocity in the hepatic vein
and portal vein in the liver. The blood flow in the portal vein was increased during the icteric period,

and changed depending on the clinical course.

In conclusion, US examination is useful on the determination of the prognosis of acute hepatitis,

particularly severe and fulminant hepatitis.
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