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Clinical Study on Endoscopic Diagnosis of Minute Gastric Cancer

Sanae TACHIBANA

Department of Gastroenterology (Director: Prof. Fujio HANYU)
Tokyo Women’s Medical College

Endoscopic morphological characteristics of minute gastric cancers were obtained in 56 cases
with 64 lesions with maximum diameter of less than 5 mm. Endoscopic findings of minute gastric
cancers were compared with those of small gastric cancers with maximum diameter of less than 10
mm in 130 cases with 140 lesions at the same period.

The most common type of the minute gastric cancers is appeared to be in IIb, and there was no Ila
type in cases with single minute cancer.

Many of the minute gastric cancers with Ila or Ilc type are already presenting typical appearance
of early gastric cancer, so that minute gastric cancer is possible to be in a small type of early gastric
cancer.

On the other hand, Ilc type is increased in small gastric cancers instead of IIb in minute cancers.

Highly differentiated adenocarcinomas were common in cases of both minute and small gastric
cancers. Poorly differentiated adenocarcinomas were tended to increase in relatively larger lesions.

Differential diagnosis between erosive IIc and benign erosion is difficult in macroscopic findings.
In cases with irregular small indentations in intestinal epithelial metaplasia, accurate and advanced
biopsy of the lesion is nessesary for exact diagnosis.
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