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Tokyo Women’s Medical College

Forty two autopsy cases were studied on the point of postsurgical complications. The cases were all
adult, died before sixtieth postoperative day and were autopsied within two hours after their death.

The early death cases after the surgery of digestive organs often showed acute renal swelling, liver
necrosis and acute pulmonary exudation. The later death cases of it revealed widespread features of
infection including fungal especially in lung. Prolonged pneumonia, lung abscess, prolonged shock kidney,
fatty changes of liver and liver cell atrophy were also seen.

In the cases after cardiovascular surgery, lung with exudation, shock kidney and congestive liver
were frequently observed. Old and new infarction on multiple organs were noticed in many cases of this
group.

Infectious pneumonia, interalveolitis, microthrombosis in lung were commonly observed in the brain
surgery cases. Shock kidney was less remarkable in them.

In twenty cases, microthrombus was seen on lung and/or kidney. Renal microthrombus was
frequently observed in glomerular capillaries, while in lung, they tended to be seen in the vessels of
larger level than kidney. There were no cases which had thrombi in kidney without those in lung, though
some had in lung only.

The author would like to define postsurgical complication as the demerit or minus load from various
vital reactions occuring in the postoperative period. It may include non-specific responses caused by
surgical intervention, prolonged repair of surgical loci, incidental disease in postoperative period.
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