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Emergency Laparoscopy for Diagnosis of Acute Abdomen

Banjo ONODA, Kazuko KUMEGAWA and Takao NAKAGAWA
Department of Surgery, Isezaki Health Center Hospital
Yoriaki SAITO, Satoru TAKAHASHI, Tetsuro OCHI, Tadashi SUZUKI,
Hidemaro KURAMITSU and Hideo ORTHATA

Department of General Surgery (Director: Prof. Hideo ORIHATA)
Tokyo Women’s Medical College

During 1982, 34 patients were performed preoperative emergency laparoscopy for diagnosis of acute
abdominal pain.

The main indications for emergency laparoscopy were strong suspicion of local or diffuse peritonitis
in critically ill patients, in whose history, signs and symptoms were ambiguous.

After induction of local anesthesia, a Verres needle was introduced into lower left abdomen, and the
peritoneum inflated with 1000-2500ml room air. The laparoscope was then inserted, as a rule, from
Kalk’s point.

The procedures were carried out about 20 minuts and with no complication. The final diagnosis of
operative indication was established in all patients.

We agree that the emergency laparoscopy is a safe and sensitive diagnostic procedure, most helpful

in planning further therapeutic approach, and can avoid negative laparotomy.
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