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Present Status and Evaluation of Endoscopic Diagnosis for Early Gastric Cancer
Shigeru SUZUKI M.D., Mamoru SUGURO M.D., Toshihiro HASEGAWA M.D.,
Tsuneo HAYASHI M.D., Misao YOSHIDA M.D., Mitsuji NAKAMURA M.D.,
Hiroyoshi SUZUKI M.D., Akiyoshi YAMADA M.D., Kyoichi HAMANO M.D.,
Mitsuo ENDO M.D., Fujio HANYU M.D., Seiichiro KOBAYASHI M.D.,
Yukiko OTA M.D., Masataka MARUYAMA M.D.,

Kimie KUROKAWA M.D, and Hiroshi OBATA M.D.

Institute of Gastroenterology, Tokyo Women’s Medical College

Total number of early gastric cancer found at our Institute are 862 lesions during the period between
1965 and 1978. Among these patients the depressed types of early cancer are most common and the
elevated types followed. An incidence of the early cancer in the total cases of the gastric cancer has
been 25.5%, at our institute, and this is not at all sufficient. We feel that this incidence should be in-
creased to more than 509, at least.

In order to evaluate results of the gastroscopic diagnosis with biopsy, a correct diagnostic rate in the
first trial of gastroscopy was calculated in each portion of the stomach. In the elevated type, the diagnostic
rate was worst in the antrum. This may be due to overlooking the small elevated lesion of the early
cancer as a benign polyp. In the depressed type, the rate was poorer in the lesser curvature of the
antrum and corpus. This seems to be due to misdiagnosis of a malignant ulceration as a benign ulcer.
By minimizing these endoscopic overlooking or misdiagnosis, higher rate of the correct diagnosis of the
early cancer must be attained in the future.

On the other hand, the gastroscopic diagnosis in the typical early cancer had not been so difficult with

biopsy under direct vision. And recent problems in the present endoscopic diagnosis of the early gastric
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cancer may be summarized as follows; 1) endoscopic diagnosis of type IIb and III, 2) detection and

biopsy of the minute early cancer less than 1 cm in diameter and 3) detection of the early cancer in'the

upper part (cardia) of the stomach. The correct diagnosis of these conditions still remains extremely

difficult even for a well trained endoscopist.

Therefore, in order to solve these problems, a further improvement of the fiberscope, a development

and an application of the useful diagnostic method such as dye endoscopy, and a training of the excellent

endoscopist seem to be most important.
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