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ANALYSIS OF THE MEANING OF DEMENTED ELDERLY PERSON’S
SPEECH AND ACTION
—TOWERD ESTABLISHING CARE SKILLS TO RESPECT THE PERSONHOOD
OF THE DEMENTED ELDERLY PERSONS—
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to grasp the whole of speech and action of demented elderly persons
and to interpret their meaning, having in view to establish care skills.

We conducted participant observation of three demented elderly persons’ speech and action in their
daily lives, who often have in a hand people and materials in their hospital unit for data collection.
These samples were three women with severe dementia. The method of analysing data was qualitative,
the contents elicited from the data were coded, categorised to produce important concepts firmly
grounded in the data.

As the results, four categories ; Giving a sign to be used to concern ; Being in comfortable space;
Manifesting the personhood, and : Caring mutually. Furthermore, two significant concepts emerged from
these categories, those were “Temporality” and “"Caring” of the demented elderly persons.

We discussed that the meaning of speech and action of demented elderly persons could be interpret
in “Temporality” and “Caring” that were regarded as the nature of human being. Consequently, care
skills that could respect such nature of the demented elderly persons as human being must be
established to enhance quality of life.
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