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An Infant Presenting with Transient Consciousness Loss

after Inappropriate Baby Swim Ring Use in the Bathtub

Ryoko YOSHIMURA™, Yasushi ITO', Kaoru ETO',
Shigeto MATSUMARU', Katsuji KARAKI' and Makiko OSAWA'
'Department of Pediatrics, Tokyo Women’'s Medical University School of Medicine
2Postgraduate Clinical Training Center, Tokyo Women's Medical University

We describe a 2-month-old girl with transient consciousness loss after bathing. She had been floating, in an
upright position with the use of a baby swim ring, in 40C water for 10 minutes. After bathing, she suddenly lost
consciousness showing a pale countenance for a few minutes. On admission, she showed no symptoms except for
a slight fever. Blood examinations, chest X-ray, brain computed tomography, electroencephalography and elec-
trocardiography were performed to evaluate the loss of consciousness but no abnormalities were detected. Her
consciousness loss was temporary, showing immediate recovery. Therefore, considering her age, we judged syn-
cope to have been caused by cerebral hypotension, following peripheral vasodilation via a thermal effect related
to both the long bath and the high water temperature. Baby swim rings are used as infant pre-swimming devices
in Europe and the United States. However, they have recently been a subject of concern among caregivers in Ja-
pan as a convenient bathing tool. We must call public attention to the fact that nursery items are always to be
viewed hand in hand with the dangers of incorrect use by caregivers, even if their safety in other settings has

been confirmed.
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Figure Use of Baby Swim Ring in bathtub. These photographs are kindly provided from

the patient’s family.
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