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Ectopic Cervical Thymoma Mimicking a Thyroid Tumor: Report of a Case

Ryoko KIMURA', Akiko KAWAMATA? Masatoshi IIHARA?,
Toshio NISHIKAWA' and Takahiro OKAMOTO?
'"Medical Training Center for Graduates, Tokyo Women's Medical University

*Department of Endocrine Surgery, Tokyo Women's Medical University

®Department of Surgical Pathology, Tokyo Women's Medical University

We describe a patient with ectopic cervical thymoma, which is a very rare tumor and often difficult to differ-

entiate from a thyroid neoplasm on the basis of physical examination and imaging findings.

A 34-year-old woman presented at our department because of a swelling in the neck. Physical examination
demonstrated a lump compatible with a thyroid nodule. Ultrasonography and CT scan showed a tumor, 4 cm in

diameter, in the right thyroid lobe, although its appearance was atypical of a thyroid neoplasm. Since cytologic

examination could not be ruled out malignant lymphoma, we performed incisional biopsy of the tumor. Thy-
moma, T-lymphoblastic lymphoma, and carcinoma showing thymus-like differentiation (CASTLE) were all diag-
nostic possibilities based on the histopathologic findings. At surgery, the tumor was found to be located outside
the thyroid gland, and was judged to be a cervical thymoma. The histopathologic diagnosis was cervical thy-

moma type B2 without invasion.

Unusual tumors with a thymic or branchial pouch origin should be considered whenever a diagnostic work-
up indicates a tumor with features atypical of a thyroid neoplasm.

Key words: ectopic cervical thymoma, thymoma
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