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A Case of Anaplastic Carcinoma of the Thyroid with a Rapid Enlargement Which Was Difficult
to Differentiate from Cervical Metastasis of Esophageal Cancer
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The patient was a 66-year-old woman. She became aware of a painful mass in the left cervical region that
was rapidly enlarging, and underwent cervico-thoracic computed tomography (CT) and upper gastrointestinal
endoscopy and biopsy at A hospital. The results of biopsy provided diagnosis of esophageal cancer with cervical
lymph node metastasis. The enlargement of the cervical mass continued to worsen subsequently, which repre-
sented a non-typical progress for metastasis of esophageal cancer. She was referred to our department. Thyroid
ultrasonography revealed a mass lesion of 6 cm in diameter with accompanying partial calcification. Cervical CT
demonstrated upward extension of the esophageal cancer and intrathoracic lymph node metastases. Cytodiagno-
sis and biopsy of the thyroid gland were performed for differential diagnosis of the cervical mass. Pathological
findings indicated that the tumor cells obtained from the thyroid gland were different in morphology from the
esophageal carcinoma, which had a squamous cell structure and were atypical cells with slightly clear cytoplasm.
The cervical tumor mass was identified as not metastasis of the esophageal cancer but anaplastic carcinoma of
the thyroid gland. It is unusual to encounter a double cancer consisting of esophageal cancer and anaplastic carci-
noma of the thyroid gland. We have experienced only one patient with the double cancer. for whom differential
diagnosis was extremely difficult, and present the case in this report.
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