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A Case of Angiosarcoma of the Scalp

Maki TSUBOTA', Naoko ISHIGURO’ and Makoto KAWASHIMA®

'Medical Training Center for Graduates, Tokyo Women's Medical University

*Department of Dermatology, Tokyo Women's Medical University

A case of angiosarcoma of the scalp is reported. A 71-year-old man who injured his scalp at age 40, noticed a
mass near the injured area in October 2007. A biopsy specimen taken at another hospital yvielded a diagnosis of
angiosarcoma. In April 2008, a physical examination at our hospital showed a dark reddish flat nodule, 5 cm in di-
ameter, with an ulcer in the parietal region, and multiple purpuric spots scattered around the nodule. No appar-
ent metastasis was observed by brain, neck, chest and abdomen CT, and Ga scintigram. Following an excision of
the nodule, down to the periostea, histopathological examinations revealed CD31 positive-atypical tumor cells and
increased ductal structures with CD31 positive-atypical endotheliocytes in the whole dermis, which were com-
patible with angiosarcoma. Recombinant interleukin-2 (rIL-2) intravenous injection was given at 400,000 U/day,
for 6 days/week for 5 weeks.

The patient has been receiving 400,000 U for 1 day/week since the time of discharge. The nodule recurred
and purpuric spots expanded 4 months after the operation, although the purpuric lesions responded temporarily
to IL-2 therapy. The patient underwent radiation therapy and the nodule slightly flattened but still remained.
The establishment of a more effective method of treatment for angiosarcoma is required.
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