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Statistics in Medical Research (1)
Current Situations, Problems and Future Directions of Statistical Analysis in Medical Research

Yasuto SATO, Satoru SHIMIZU and Naohito YAMAGUCHI
Department of Hygiene and Public Health II, Tokyo Women's Medical University, School of Medicine

The problem of misusing statistical analyses in articles written by medical researchers in Japan has been
brought to attentio. In the field of medical research, however, we often hear of the difficulties in performing sta-
tistical work on site. If medical researchers are not completely confident about their statistical work and publish
articles containing anbiguous material concerning statistical methods, this is indeed a serious problem. In this ar-
ticle, we have decsribed the current status and problems of statistical analysis in medical research from question-
naires conducted at Tokyo Women's Medical University. We have also clarified the need for statistical support as
a solution to be taken to solve the problem. Furthermore, based on these studies, we have presented or sugges-
tions on the future direction of the problem: a task that our country as a whole should address and which medical

departments of universities should tackle.
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