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Gastric Endocrine Cell Carcinoma Showing the Features of a Submucosal Tumor: a Case Report
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The patient, a woman aged 60, was admitted to this hospital in October 2006 for detailed examinations and
treatment because she had developed nausea and a sensation of gastric fullness and was noted to have pyloric
stenosis at the time of the checkup. Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy revealed an elevated lesion with regenera-
tive epithelial growth in the prepyloric area (biopsy finding group I). A CT scan of the abdomen showed annular
hyperplasia of the pyloric wall, enlargement of the perigastric lymph nodes and multiple metastatic lesions in the
liver. A PET-CT scan demonstrated hyperaccumulation in all those lesions. A diagnosis of malignant tumor of
the stomach with multiple hepatic metastases and lymph node metastasis was made and a distal gastrectomy
with D1 + B lymphadenectomy was performed in January 2007. Histopathologic examination revealed cancer
cells invading areas ranging from the muscularis propria to the subserosal tissue but there was no evidence of
malignant cells in the mucosal epithelium. Chromogranin A stain and synaptophysin stain of the cancer cells
were both positive, and a diagnosis of endocrine cell carcinoma was made. The lymph node metastasis and he-
patic metastases were also of the same histologic type as the gastric tumor, and the final diagnosis in the case
was endocrine cell carcinoma: PO, H1, T2 (SS), N2, INFB, Iy0, v3 and Stage IV. The patient is under combination

chemotherapy with CDDP and TS-1.
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