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Surgical Treatment and Staging for Gastric Malignant Lymphoma

Hidetoshi OGUMA
Department of Gastroenterological Surgery (Director: Prof. Ken TAKASAKI),
Tokyo Women’s Medical College

Gastric malignant lymphoma is usually treated surgically. Recently, however, chemotherapy
has been combined with surgery to improve the prognosis of this disease. However, since there
is no established staging classification, evaluation of the outcome of treatment and therapeutic
planning are not standardized. In the present study, 69 patients with non-Hodgkin’s B-cell
lymphoma of the stomach, which accounts for the majority of malignant gastric lymphomas, who
underwent surgical resection were reviewed clinicopathologically, the following 3-stage classifi-
cation is herein proposed to facilitate uniform assessment of therapy and appropriate manage-
ment planning: Stage I, tumor confined to the stomach without metastasis to the lymph nodes or
other organs; Stage II, tumor arising in the stomach with group 1 or 2 lymph node involvement,
regardless of the presence of tumor invasion to the adjacent organs, without distant metastasis;
and Stage III, tumor arising in the stomach with group 3 or 4 lymph node involvement, or distant
metastasis, regardless of the presence of tumor invasion to the adjacent organs.
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