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THE ROLE OF NURSES IN THE INFORMED CONSENT OF PSYCHIATRIC CARE
— A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF NURSING PRACTICE PROVIDED FOR
SCHIZOPHRNIC PATIENTS FROM ADMISSION TO DISCHARGE -
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Abstract
O The role of nurses in the informed consent of psychiatric care
A content analysis of nursing practices provided for schizophrenic patients from admission to discharge

O The purpose of this study was to clarify the role of nurses in the informed consent of psychiatric care with a focus on nursing
practices provided for three schizophrenic patients. After qualitative analysis, informed consent scenes were divided as follows:
1) Interpersonal intervention during admission procedures, 2) Interpersonal intervention during orientation, 3) Nurse intervention
related to patient problems with roommates or other patients, 4) Nurse intervention related to patient expressions concerning disease
symptoms, and 5) Interpersonal intervention related to patient future life expectations. Common points related to receiving informed
consent from three patients were: 1) Active listening to the contents expressed by patients, 2) Receiving what patients say, and 3)
Grasping the disease process before admission and problematic behaviors based on patient behaviors. Nurses understand patient
characteristics and provide the appropriate advice and support required in decision making. Because schizophrenic patients have
a variety of symptoms related to life history and environment, few commonalities were noted. As an action of informed consent
peculiar to schizophrenic patients, we determined that educational intervention was required to resolve the problems of interpersonal
relationships. The important factor relevant to nurses in the informed consent of schizophrenic patients is to be non-threatening and
to develop relationships based on a clear understanding of the patient's delicate ego. The action of informed consent in nursing is not
a fragmentary one but is incorporated throughout the total nursing process.
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