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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the relation between the frequency of ethical problems experienced by nurses in psychiatric
hospitals in Japan, and the demographics of the subjects and the characteristics of the institutions and the wards where the subject-
nurses were working. We developed an 49-item Likert scale questionnaire, regarding the Frequency of Experiencing Ethical Problems
(FEEP). We surveyed 996 nurses working in 28 psychiatric hospitals, selected by proportional random sampling to reflect the ratio of
psychiatric nurses working in public hospitals to ones in private hospitals (1: 7.3), and obtained 882 responses (valid responses: 879).
The results show that the medical settings in which ethical problems were experienced more frequently by nurses were emergent,
acute, coerced, mixed, and closed treatment settings. What is more, the FEEP was highest for nurses working in medium-scale
hospitals with 301-400 beds with significant differences found between several categories of bed numbers, and concerning nurse
manpower, the FEEP was highest for “one nurse for every six patients or more” system. Furthermore, the FEEP was significantly
higher for registered nurses rather than for license practical nurses, and for graduates of all other educational courses compared to
graduates of license practical nurses training courses. Based on these results, the associated factors with the frequency of ethical
problems experienced by psychiatric nurses in Japan were identified, and the influence of education concerning ethical sensitivity was

suggested.
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